
 

  

Curriculum  
Criteria Breakdown 



 

  

Learning 
The curriculum sets out the knowledge and skills pupils ae entitled to 

 

Core knowledge and techniques 

• The curriculum should be coherent. 

• The curriculum should be clear what component 

knowledge and skills pupils need to retain (residual 

knowledge). 

• Knowledge and skills to be well sequenced to 

support excellent learning. 

• Recall and retrieval should be a key feature in 

planning and lessons. 

• The curriculum will be re-sequenced dependent to 

support the needs of students. 

Depth of knowledge that can be used and applied 

• The curriculum should support pupils to acquire key 

concepts, knowledge and skills. 

• It should include appropriate opportunities for 

complex application, once the knowledge and 

techniques that are needed have been fully 

embedded. 

Literacy and language 

• All pupils need a language-rich environment, so they 

encounter individual words with enough repetition 

to embed into long-term memory. 

• Older pupils will acquire new vocabulary through 

explicit teaching of words in context. 

• The curriculum will include opportunities to develop 

reading as this will support access to the curriculum 

and support students’ progress with their education. 

• Literacy will also include speaking, listening and 

comprehension and use a wide range of words to 

articulate ideas, understanding and application of 

knowledge. 

Numeracy 

• Pupils should understand the core concepts that 

underpin all mathematics, so that they can access all 

other knowledge that require these concepts. 

• The curriculum should give pupils the ability to think 

mathematically, as well as to use numbers to solve 

problems and understand the world. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Application 
The curriculum should be designed so that any pupil can excel, so that no one is disadvantaged 

 

Curriculum to enhance opportunity 

• The curriculum should teach pupils how to use their 

education into opportunity, including Careers 

Education Information, Advice and Guidance 

(CEIAG). 

• The curriculum will include opportunities that 

support learning outside the formal timetable, 

through enrichment activities, extra-curricular 

activities, a CIEAG programme and visits outside the 

school environment. 

Our place in the world 

• The curriculum should offer pupils a broad vision of 

the world and humanity, through PSHE, speakers, 

activities and subject content. 

• Where a connection to the local area is being 

taught, this content should be ambitious and 

underpinned by knowledge that supports curriculum 

and wide opportunities such as employment. 

Learning at home 

• An overview of the curriculum will be shared with 

parents/carers showing the key knowledge and skills. 

• Opportunities to practise/extend learning at home 

should be part of the plan for retrieval and recall 

practice. 

Qualifications that support progression 

• The curriculum will enable pupils to gain 

qualifications that will support them to demonstrate 

what they know and progress to the next stage. 

• For younger pupils, the curriculum should enable 

them to demonstrate what they have learned when 

they move to the next phase of education. 

• Qualifications offered will be recognised by people 

outside the school, and clearly show what a pupil 

has achieved. 



 

 

 

  

Growth 
The curriculum sets out how pupils will develop socially and emotionally 

 

Enjoy Learning 

• The school curriculum will support resilience, self-

efficacy, social and emotional development. 

• The curriculum should offer pupils opportunities to 

try new things, overcome difficulties and try things 

even if they seem to difficult and achieve new goals. 

• The curriculum should provide a positive climate to 

learn. 

Myself and my well-being 

• The curriculum should teach pupils what mental and 

physical wellness are and why these are important. 

• The curriculum will help pupils how to keep safe 

both in school and beyond, keep safe on-line and 

make good decisions. 

• Pupils should learn and value what is distinctive 

about themselves and others, in their character, 

beliefs, interests and abilities. 

Values, ethics and social action 

• The curriculum must meet statutory requirements 

relating to British values and social, moral, spiritual 

and cultural education. 

• Pupils should be taught what the law requires from 

citizens, but also behaviours that support good 

relationships, strong communities and a sustainable 

environment.  

• The curriculum should include techniques for pupils 

to constructively question the world around them, 

debate contested ideas and question opposing 

viewpoints. 

Culture, life-skills and experience 

• The curriculum should build pupil’s cultural capital. 

• Pupils should experience and participate in 

creativity, the arts and sport. 

• The curriculum should include the development of 

life skills that everyone needs to be able to be 

successful as an adult. 
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